
How many basic styles of truck design do we have?
There are at least five basic styles of truck design. The most common is the 
Rawalpindi or Punjab style, which accounts for most truck built up in the 
northern Punjab ( Rawalpindi, Hasanabdal), Haripur and the Gujranwala 
area) and in Pakistan administered Kashmir ( Azad Kashmir). These truck have 
ornate metal cowling above the windshield and rely heavily on plastic 
applique in their decoration. The Truck of Swat (a wide valley in the northwest 
of the country) are distinctive for their carved wooden doors and limited use of 
plastic and hammered metalwork. The trucks of Peshawar (a city close to the 
Khyber Pass on one of the two main routes connecting Pakistan and 
Afghanistan) fail somewhere in between the Rawalpindi and Swat schools. 
They often have carved wooden doors (although, unlike the trucks of swat, 
their doors are likely to be painted), and they use a metal cowling, only the 
cowling tends to be truck, the fourth style is the Baluch form, based in southern 
and western Pakistan (Dera Ghazi Khan, Quetta and Karachi). Vehicles 
decorated in this style tend to be the most elaborate in their extensive use of 
intricate mosaic applique and chrome “cow-catcher” bumpers.

Is it a Bridal Symbol?

One can make sense, then of the Pakistani truck that at first glance appears to 
be an explosive expression of popular or folk art. The side panels are used to 
situate the constantly moving driver in a social geography. The role played by 
the trucking company’s name routes is self-apparent in situating the driver, but 
other images, particularly romanticized or idealized naturalistic paintings, are 
equally significant. 

A Monument of Good fortune?
The symbolism connected with safety of person and livelihood dominates the 
truck and also the trucker’s behavior (visits to shrines, the religious stickers 

adorning the interior of the truck), the need to avoid misfortune and gain 
good fortune provides a simple explanation for the talismanic 
objects, symbols and explicate religious motifs on the truck. However, 
their specific nature and placement provide evidence that truck 
decoration functions linguistically, and that the choice of motifs and 
their location are the syntax through which varying messages can be 
conveyed.

Hierarchy of tuck values 

There is an explicit or order and hierarchy of values expressed in truck 
paintings, amounting almost to a syntax of truck art. The highest part 
of a truck is invariably reserved for Islam.
 The sides of the cabin are often covered with kind of mosaic of metal 
reliefs intersected with small painted ornaments, and sometimes the 
doors are made of finely cared wood. However the most important 
exhibition areas for truck painting are the sides of load area. The 
wooden panels of the sides are divided into small segments by iron 
struts to frame a number of different pictures. The most common 
features are landscapes, women’s faces bird’s tigers and flowers, but 
sometimes technological motifs like airports and trains can also 
found.
These ‘disco-trucks’ are the real masterpieces. Every time you take a 
look at them you discover new images and decoration.

Beauty Parlours for trucks & role of Ustaads.

These artworks are produced by clusters of tiny workshops of different 
kinds of artisans situated mostly along busy roads on the outskirts of 
the big cities, in these places, mechanics deal with machines, welders 
repair body works, and carpenters construct the wooden bodies of 
the trucks that are finally painted and decorated with images, little 
mirrors, ornamental fitting, glittering reflectors and sounding chains. 
These sites are as much beauty parlour for trucks as it is a technical 
workshop.
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Subject: How to conduct ‘The Millennium truck art school Campaign’
All across Pakistan trucks have turned village lanes, city streets and 
long-distance highways into a national gallery without walls, a free-
form, kaleidoscopic exhibition in perpetual motion.
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Where are Decorative Trucks & Buses Found?
Loudly decorated trucks are and buses are commonly found in Japan and 
Pakistan. In Japan decorative trucks are called Dekotora or Decotora, which 
is an abbreviation for “Decoration Truck”. Decorative trucks and buses 
commonly have neon or ultraviolet lights, extravagant paints, and shiny 
stainless or golden exterior parts. These decorations can be found on both the 
cab and the trailer, and not only on the exterior but also in the interior. The 
decorations may be created by workers out of their work vehicles for fun,or 
they may be designed by hobbyist for special events. They are sometimes also 
referred to as Art Trucks and Buses.

ON WINGS
Diesel:
The Decorated Trucks of Pakistan
One of the most striking aspects of landscape and society in Pakistan is the 
vision of trucks and buses completely covered in a riot of colour and design. 
They might spew diesel fumes, they may take up all of the winding, narrow, 
under- maintained road one is trying to negotiate, but they are certainly 
noticeable, like so many mechanical dinosaur adorned in full courtship 
colours.

What makes Pakistan’s Truck Décor Unusual?
The Decoration of vehicles is a common practice in a number of countries in 
addition to Pakistan. Similar techniques and materials are employed in truck 
and (more frequently) bus decoration in the Philippines, Indonesia and several 
counties in Central and South America; in South Asia itself, Indian trucks are 
painted, as are the bicycle rickshaws Bangladesh. What makes the case of 
Pakistan unusual , however, is the pervasiveness of vehicle decoration, since 
decoration is heavily used on virtually all private and fleet-owned commercial 
vehicles , from the well-known trucks and buses to vans, share taxis, animal 
carts and even juice vendor’s pushcarts ) a circumstance shared only by 
Afghanistan.)

Hello!
Truck Art workshop in school today is to promote our cultural 
heritage through the innovative

Truck Art Competition

ACTIVITY 
Things Required 
1. UHU Stick
2. Toffee Wrappers
3. Colour Pencils
4. Oil Pastels
5. Examination Board
6. Eraser
7. Pencil 
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Dear  Parents/Guardians/Carers,

Our Campaign is to create awareness about the decorative 
Truck Art among our students. Many trucks and buses in 
Pakistan are highly customized and decorated by their owners. 
These adorned vehicles are considered as moving art, or jingle 
art. Because of their unique decor style, these vehicles are quite 
distinct in layout from other trucks around the world. Each part 
of the vehicle is decorated differently, with variations depending 
on the regional style. 

Although the decorative process is usually very expensive, it is 
still practiced throughout Pakistan as well as a few other 
countries of South Asia and Central with great zeal and 
aesthetic zest. In Pakistan a truck driver/owner usually pays 
$3,000 to $5,000 for their vehicle's external decoration. This 
decoration includes structural changes, paintings, calligraphy, 
ornamental decor and more. Mirror work on the front and back 
of vehicles and wooden carvings on the truck doors are 
commonly used. Usually, the driver or the owner takes the truck 
to a coach workshop soon after its purchase for this decoration. 
The artist embellishes each truck according to the particular 
tastes of the driver.

The sides of the truck depict different scenes through their 
adorned artwork and may include metal "decoration pieces" 
which draw additional attention to the vehicle. The exterior of 
the trucks are often adorned with poetry.
They are our pictorial display of our culture and traditions.

To promote the wonderful traditional truck art this activity has been 
designed to ware students about the efforts and expertise of our 
labors.

1.TMS Nationwide will launch the campaign at the same day.

2.All teachers will sit after school on Friday; go through the booklet 
and designate duties to streamline the activity and arrange all the 
materials required before hand. 

3.Teachers must prepare ‘General Knowledge’ questions from the 
content provided and Truck Art history included in the booklet. Please 
prepare Q&A session and presentation for the students

4.Before this activity is conducted branch head should ensure that the 
administration manages to arrange a ‘Truck in school.

5.Delivery of the campaign must be structured in a proper manner 
and the Branch Head is accountable for its successful launch.

6.English teachers will check the booklets carefully. Teacher’s initials 
and positive comments must be on the booklets before sending it to 
the parents.

7.Though the booklet caters different age and ability levels. Every 
child should be encourage to participate in the campaign. The 
objective of Roots Truck Art School campaign is to educate students 
on the history
and colours
involved with
Pakistani
Trucks.

NATIONAL

The Millennium Schools of the tradition - “You can look at a truck and tell
exactly what region it comes form  and what ethnic group the driver belongs to”.

Montessori - Grade 7

NATIONAL TRUCK ART AWARENESS SCHOOL COMPAIGN

Transforming Schools Into Learning Community



T H E
Children, driver has lost his way.
Help him reach the truck by colouring 

Way
He is getting late.

Write five sentences about it.Write five sentences about it.Write five sentences about it.

LETS 

G TE  

Instructions for Teachers 

Tick the correct answer with the help of your 
teacher.

Children can see a beautiful truck in school 
today.

Is it a toy truck?

Is it bright and colourful?

Bring the students out in the ground for truck art 
activity. Equip yourself before hand with the material 
required for this activity. Arrange easel stands. 

S A T DT R E

Yes No

No

NoYes

Yes

Draw a Truck and use different colours in it.

FUN TIME, ACTIVITY TIME

CAPTIVATING EXPRESSION 
Modern Thoughts - Brimming Ideas!

After going through the text, Children!

 how can you bring an innovative change to promote our THINK
Truck Art. Express yourself freely below.

Instructions for Teachers
Bring the students out in the ground for this activity. Equip yourself before hand with all the material 
required for this activity. Arrange Easel stands.

Paste your picture in the frame and show it to your parents


